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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/13/2006 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/14/2006 has been 
considered by Examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3. 9. 11. and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peng (Pub. No.: US 2002/0197965) in view of Lahteenmaki et al. 
(U.S. Pub. No.: 2002/0042291. hereinafter. "Lahteenmaki"). 

Regarding claim 1 . Peng teaches a cellular phone comprising (see figure 2): 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,619 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2618 

a first casing that includes a display unit provided on one surface thereof (see 
figure 2, first case 1 1 include a display, [0002]), 

a second casing that is pivotable with respect to the first casing, the second 
casing including a plurality of key pads (see figure 2, second case 12 includes a 
keypad, [0002]); and 

a pivot that enables the first and second casing to be placed in a closed position 
and in a plurality of open positions to thereby provide for a folding type cellular phone 
(see figure 2, cases 1 1 and 12 are connected by a hinge, [0002, 0018]). 

It should be noticed that Peng fails to teaches a plurality of attachments each 
having a substantially similar shape as the first casing and each of which is configured 
to fit over the first casing to thereby envelop the first casing, and wherein an operational 
state of cellular phone is automatically set to one of a plurality of possible operational 
states, based on which of the plurality of attachments is fitted over the first casing. 
However, Lahteenmaki teaches a plurality of attachments (see figure 6a-6e, plurality of 
attachments, col. 4, [0033]) each having a substantially similar shape as the first casing 
(see figures 4a-4b, the attachment is the same shape with mobile device 1) and each of 
which is configured to fit over the first casing to thereby envelop the first casing (see 
figure 2a, attachment cover 5 is fitted on top and cover the first housing of mobile device 
1), [0025], and wherein an operational state of cellular phone is automatically set to one 
of a plurality of possible operational states, based on which of the plurality of 
attachments is fitted over the first casing (see figures 4a-b, 5, 6a-e, the mobile device 1 
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is detected different attachment cover when is attached to the first housing 2, [0032- 
0035]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lahteenmaki into view of 
Peng in order to provide various user interfaces can be changed in the communication 
device and also provide a plurality of function to the user as suggested by Lahteenmaki 
at column 1 , [0006]. 

Regarding claim 2, Lahteenmaki further teaches each of the attachments 
includes an opening on one surface thereof, for allowing the display unit of the first 
casing to be viewed from an exterior position when the attachment is fitted over the first 
casing and wherein the respective opening of each of the attachments has a same size 
as the display unit (see figure 2a, transparent of over 5, display 4, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 3, Lahteenmaki further teaches an entirety. of the first casing is 
fitted over by any one of the attachments (see figures 4a-b, 6a-e). 

Regarding claim 9, Lahteenmaki further teaches a part of the display unit 
includes a function of a touch panel, and wherein the control unit controls the touch 
panel (see figure 4a-b, [0030]). 

Regarding claim 11, Lahteenmaki further teaches the cellular phone wherein 
the front surface and a back surface of the first casing includes at least one of a recess 
portion and a protruding portion for attaching the attachment securely to the first casing 
when the attachment is fitted over the first casing (see figure 6a, connector 18, [0033]). 

Regarding claim 13, Lahteenmaki further teaches control unit recognizes 
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attachment of any one of the attachments and a type thereof, and executes a control 
operation after confirming a predetermined entry (see figure 5, processor 11, [0031- 
0035]). 

Regarding claim 14, Lahteenmaki further teaches any one of the attachments is 
detached, the control unit returns the setting conditions for the cellular phone to original 
ones (see figure 2a, [0018-0021]). 

5. Claims 15, 17. 19. and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peng (Pub. No.: US 2002/0197965) in view of Snyder (U.S. 
Patent No.: 6.389.268). and further in view of Lahteenmaki et al. (U.S. Pub. No.: 
2002/0042291. hereinafter. "Lahteenmaki"). 

Regarding claim 15 , Peng teaches an attachment (see figure 3, attachment 20) 
attached to a cellular phone that includes a first casing (see figure 2, first case 1 1 ) and a 
second casing (see figure 2, second case 12) and a pivot mechanism provided between 
the first and second casing to allow the first and second casing to pivot with respect to 
each other (see figure 2, first case and second case are connected by the hinge, [0002, 
0018]), the attachment comprising: 

It should be noticed that Peng fails to teach the housing of the attachment 
includes: a first exterior surface having an opening provided thereon for enabling a 
display unit located on the first casing of the cellular phone to be viewed when the 
attachment is attached to the cellular phone, and a second exterior surface positioned 
opposite to the first exterior surface, wherein an opening is provided between the first 
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and second exterior surfaces of the attachment to thereby allow the attachment to be 
fitted over the first casing of the cellular phone. However, Snyder teaches the housing 
of the attachment includes: a first exterior surface having an opening provided thereon 
for enabling a display unit located on the first casing of the cellular phone to be viewed 
when the attachment is attached to the cellular phone (see figure 2, figure 3, first wall 
33, display 14, cradle 30, col. 3, In. 5-38), and a second exterior surface positioned 
opposite to the first exterior surface, wherein an opening is provided between the first 
and second exterior surfaces of the attachment to thereby allow the attachment to be 
fitted over the first casing of the cellular phone (see figure 2, figure 3, first wall 33, 
second wall 34, display 14, cradle 30, col. 3, ln.5-38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Snyder into view of Peng in 
order to easily view a display panel as suggested by Snyder at column 2, lines 27-33. 

Peng and Snyder, in combination, fails to teach a housing of the attachment 
shaped the same as the first casing of the cellular phone, a function unit which performs 
a predetermined function, and a control unit that controls the function unit and which 
changes an operational state of the cellular phone when the attachment is fitted over 
casing of the cellular phone. However, Lahteenmaki teaches a housing of the 
attachment shaped the same as the first casing of the cellular phone (see figure 2a, 
attachment cover 5, first housing 2), a function unit which performs a predetermined 
function (read on game function, phone function, touch panel), and a control unit that 
controls the function unit and which changes an operational state of the cellular phone 
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when the attachment is fitted over casing of the cellular phone (see figures 4a-b, 5, 6a- 
e, the mobile device 1 is detected different attachment cover when is attached to the 
first housing 2, [0032-0035]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lahteenmaki into view of 
Peng and Snyder in order to provide various user interfaces can be changed in the 
communication device and also provide a plurality of function to the user as suggested 
by Lahteenmaki at column 1, [0006]. 

Regarding claim 17, Lahteenmaki further teaches a touch panel (see figures 4a- 

b). 

Regarding claim 19, Lahteenmaki further teaches the opening of the attachment 
has a predetermined shape that is the same as a shape of the display unit provided on 
the first case (see figure 2a, transparent of over 5, display 4, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 29, Lahteenmaki further teaches further comprising a terminal, 
which receives a supply of electric power from the cellular phone (see figure 7, battery 
19). 

Regarding claim 30, Peng further teaches a folding phone (see figure 1). 
Regarding claim 31, Lahteenmaki further teaches a touch screen (see figures 

4a-b). 

Regarding claim 34, Snyder further teaches the opening provided between the 
first and second exterior surfaces of the attachment has a width that is slightly greater 
than a width of the first casing of the cellular phone, and wherein the opening has a 
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length that is slightly greater than a length of the first casing of the cellular phone (see 
figure 2, figure 5), and Lahteenmaki further teaches plurality of attachments (see figure 
6a-e). 

Regarding claim 32 , Peng teaches a cellular phone having a first casing and a 
second casing, a second casing pivotable attached to the first casing (see figure 2, first 
case 11, second case 12, [0002]). 

It should be noticed that Peng fails to teach case-like shape with a first exterior 
surface, a second exterior surface opposite the first exterior surface, first and second 
sidewalls, and an opening provided within the case-like shape. However, Snyder 
teaches such features (see figure 2, figure 3, first wall 33, second wall 34, col. 3, In. 15- 
38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Snyder into view of Peng in 
order to easily view a display panel as suggested by Snyder at column 2, lines 27-33. 

Peng and Snyder, in combination, fails to teaches a plurality of attachments each 
having a substantially same width and height as the attachment, one of the attachments 
is fitted over the first casing to thereby attach the one of the attachment to the cellular 
phone, and wherein an operational state of cellular phone is automatically set to one of 
a plurality of possible operational states, based on which of the plurality of attachments 
is fitted over the first casing. However, Lahteenmaki teaches a plurality of attachments 
(see figure 6a-6e, plurality of attachments, col.4, [0033]) each having a substantially 
same width and height as the attachment (see figures 4a-4b, the attachment is the 
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same shape with mobile device 1 ) and one of the attachments is fitted over the first 
casing to thereby attach the one of the attachment to the cellular phone (see figure 2a, 
attachment cover 5 is fitted on top and cover the first housing of mobile device 1), 
[0025], and wherein an operational state of cellular phone is automatically set to one of 
a plurality of possible operational states, based on which of the plurality of attachments 
is fitted over the first casing (see figures 4a-b, 5, 6a-e, the mobile device 1 is detected 
different attachment cover when is attached to the first housing 2, [0032-0035]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lahteenmaki into view of 
Peng and Snyder in order to provide various user interfaces can be changed in the 
communication device and also provide a plurality of function to the user as suggested 
by Lahteenmaki at column 1, [0006]. 

Regarding claim 33, Lahteenmaki further teaches a function unit which performs 
a predetermined function (read on game function, phone function, touch panel), and a 
control unit that controls the function unit and which changes an operational state of the 
cellular phone when the attachment is fitted over casing of the cellular phone (see 
figures 4a-b, 5, 6a-e, the mobile device 1 is detected different attachment cover when is 
attached to the first housing 2, [0032-0035]). 

Regarding claim 35, Lahteenmaki further teaches the first casing of the cellular 
phone includes a display unit of a predetermined shape, and each of the attachments 
includes an opening provided on the first external surface thereof, the opening having 
the predetermined shape to enable the display unit to be viewed externally when any 
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one of the attachments is fitted onto the first casing (see figure 2a, transparent of over 

5, display 4, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 36, Snyder further teaches the second exterior surface extends 
in a direction orthogonal to the first and second sidewalls with a gap provided for a 
portion of the second exterior surface (see figure 3). 

6. Claims 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Peng (Pub. No.: US 2002/0197965) in view of Snyder (U.S. Patent No.: 
6,389,268), and further in view of Lahteenmaki et al. (U.S. Pub. No.: 2002/0042291, 
hereinafter, "Lahteenmaki") as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of 
Newman et al. (Pub. No.: US 2002/0022499, hereinafter, "Newman"). 

Regarding claim 20, Peng, Snyder, and Lahteenmaki, in combination, fails to 
teach the attachment is arranged on a backside of the cellular phone. However, 
Newman teaches such features (see figure 4, display 3 can be attach on the back side 
of cellular). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Newman into view of Peng, 
Snyder, and Lahteenmaki in order to provide various user interfaces can be changed in 
the communication device and also provide a plurality of function to the user as 
suggested by Lahteenmaki at column 1 , [0006]. 

Regarding claim 21, Lahteenmaki further teaches a transparent portion of a 
predetermined (see figure 2a, col. 3, [0023]). 
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Regarding claim 22, Lahteenmaki further teaches the transparent portion is an 
opening portion (see figure 2a, col. 3, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 23, Lahteenmaki further teaches a transparent plate is formed 
in the transparent portion (see figure 2a, col. 3, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 24, Lahteenmaki further teaches the transparent portion is 
located at a position (see figure 2a, col. 3, [0023]), and Newman teaches a display unit 
on a back of the cellular phone (see [0039]). 

Regarding claim 25, Lahteenmaki further teaches the transparent portion 
corresponds to a part of the display unit (see figure 2a, col. 3, [0023]). 

Regarding claim 26, Lahteenmaki further teaches grooves provided on an 
interior surface of the attachment, wherein the attachment is engaged onto the cellular 
phone by coupling of the grooves of the attachment to recesses provided on an exterior 
surface of the first casing of the cellular phone (see figure 6a, connector 18, [0033]). 

Regarding claim 27, Lahteenmaki further teaches wherein the attachment is 
fastened to the cellular phone by means of a screw (see figure 6a, connector 18, [0Q33], 
it is obvious that the connector 18 can be replace by a screw). 

Regarding claim 28, Lahteenmaki further teaches recesses provided on an 
interior surface of the attachment wherein the attachment is attached to the cellular 
phone by coupling of the recesses of the attachment to grooves provided on an exterior 
surface of the first casing of the cellular phone (see figure 6a, connector 18, [0033]). 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan A. Pham whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-8097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Anderson can be reached on (571) 272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have question on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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